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preparations were still far from being completed, in-
telligence arrived at the colony, that King George,
who, with his people, had previously evacuated the
neighbouring town, and to whom the African youths
had deserted, was advancing upon the settlement
with a force, composed of such people, from among
all the neighbouring tribes, as had the daring to
set the authority of King Boatswain at defiance.
Happily Tor the colonists, they had a means of ac-
quiring intelligence of their enemy's deliberations
and intentions, of which that enemy was little
aware; a circumstance which enabled them effec-
tually to guard against surprise, and of which the
Agent took advantage to press the necessity of cool-
ness and determination upon the attention of the
men.

On the evening of November 10th, the army of
King George made its appearance, at the distance
of little more than half a mile to the westward of the
settlement, where it encamped for the night. The
number of warriors comprising this force, was ge-
nerally estimated at nine hundred; but, as the
chiefs were the only persons who could tell the ex-
act amount, and each was afterwards interested to
diminish the account of their individual subjects,
it is probable that the force was much greater than
it was allowed.

The most wakeful vigilance was kept up by the
settlers throughout the night; but the out-piquet
having imprudently ventured, in violation of their